


MIT ultimately decided to allow the student to remain at MIT Sloan
without immediate removal from Sloan through suspension or expulsion.
The fuli details of the case and punishment are confidential.

Collectively, as club officers, we are not of one mind as to how to feel. All
of us deeply respect the MIT administrators involved and appreciate the
sensitivity they have shown throughout this process, though some feel
profoundly let down by this outcome. Some believe that it was
appropriate to allow this process to continue fully and privately in the
hands of MIT. Others feel that we should have made this message
immediately known to the entire student body the day it was received.
Some believe that this student is extremely sincere in his remorse; others
feel that such remorse is to be expected and not credible. Some suggest
that in light of the murders at Virginia Tech and Northern lilinois,
colleges as a whole are uniquely incapable of detecting threats in their
student body, and as such should dismiss students like this at even the
slightest hint of instability. All feel that this attack is not just against the
LGBT community, but every minority community within the university.
Some feel that as such any punishment must be not rehabilitative, but
punitive, in order to discourage these kinds of threats in the future. Some
feel that this email was spontaneous, and that the author never seriously
meant the threats implied. Some feel this was a cultural
misunderstanding wrought by a failure of the MIT enculturation and
orientation process; others feel that no rational person would ever believe
threats were culturally acceptable. Some never believed that anything
could be done, and that MIT's only interest was to bury this issue the
whole time. Some believe the extensive consideration shown by MIT as
they weighed this case demonstrates their concern for this issue, others
feel that the outcome is evidence that MIT's concern is only lip-service.
Some have advised us to seek our own legal counsel and pursue this
issue independently through the court system. Some believe we should
mount some kind of protest, others believe such action would cause far
more harm than good.

Ultimately there is no easy answer about how to go forward, and the
LGBT students have not come to any consensus. Many of us are still in
shack and profoundly hurt that a member of the MIT Sloan community
could ever possibly send this kind of email in today's world. Where the
club officers agree is the need to share with our community what has
happened, in full detail, to drive home the fact that these kinds of issues
still exist even in the privileged world in which we live.

All of us at MIT Sloan will enter the workforce, and it is almost assured
you will work with LGBT coworkers and others in recognized minority
groups, whether you know it, like it or not. While we are divided as to







